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Honoring Black Excellence is an
adidas initiative that celebrates
the achievements of Black
individuals and Black culture

as a whole. Sport, culture, and
service are rooted in the Black
community. For that reason,
we’re highlighting honorees
from all across the country,
from elite athletes to everyday
individuals dedicated to service,
offering each one a platform to
help give back and share their
stories. We are honored to bring
you the story of the Liberty City
Optimist Club.
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T SPECIALIZING IN PORTRAIT, MUSIC, AND DOCUMENTARY

VISUAL ARTIS
e G RESIDENT OF MIAMI'S LIBERTY CITY NEIGHBORHOOD.

PHOTOGRAPHY. HE IS ALSO A LIFELON
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@BYAARONJJACKSON WWW.AARONJJACKSON.COM
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JACKSON USES STORYTELLING

AS A CRITICAL COMPONENT

TO INTIMATELY CAPTURE THE
BEAUTY AND GRIT OF HIS SUBJECTS.
HIS WORK CHRONICLES REAL LIFE,
EXPLORING CONCEPTS OF IDENTITY,
PHYSICAL SPACE, AND RAW EMOTION.
HIS IMAGES OF THE WARRIORS AND
THEIR COMMUNITY CAPTURE THE
SPIRIT, PASSION, RESILIENCE

AND JOY OF THE RESIDENTS OF
LIBERTY CITY.
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TRIE LIEBERTY S
ORTIMIST CUUE'S
MISSIONIES

LUTHER
CAMPBELL

C0-FOUNDER OF |
LIBERTY CITY e foa
OPTIMIST CLUB o

The'Liberty City Optimist Club’s mission is to enhance the character a
—physical growth and development of at risk children and youth. Education’

and Social Development is the primary goal of The leew —
Photo courtesy of Yolanda Bethune LCOC is in the business of building young men and women who are physica

[llustrations by Brandon Breaux

@bb and mentally equipped to become the future leaders of our community. The
4 reaux

program has several component and activities designed to'increase academlé
achievement, positive socialization, fitness / health, and parent involvement.
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| refer to Yolanda and Tameika as my sponsorship
team, | go out and solicit donations from politicians,
local/ non local businesses and celebrities; | then
send Yolanda and Tameika to execute how they'd
like to contribute and close the deal. | appreciate
the work the ladies do for the organization. However,
to keep this motor running, it's a collective effort of
our entire team at The Liberty City Optimist Club.

LUTHER CAMPBELL
Co-founder of Liberty City Optimist Club
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My name is Kyli Baker. The Liberty City Optimist Club has been a
fundamental part of my life since the year 2009. This program has
contributed to me maturing into the young woman that | am today.

| advanced from a Camper to a Volunteer, to an Assistant Counselor.
| cheered with the Liberty City Optimist for 10 years and served as a
Junior Coach for one year prior to advancing to High School Athletics.

[llustrations by Brandon Breaux | @bbreaux
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instructed to make a list of five items that they wished for, and their wishes
were granted. | also had the opportunity to participate in an adidas photoshoot.

The entire staff at Liberty City Optimist Club have all been available for me

whenever I've needed anything, whether it was regarding school, a job, or my
mental health. I've also been graced to have Mr. Luther Campbell, Co-Founder
and President of the Liberty City Optimist Club as a personal guide to assist me
in staying on the right path with my academics.

I
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Being a part of the Liberty City Optimist Summer Program afforded me the
opportunity to attend numerous amazing field trips that | otherwise would not
have been able to attend.

Through Liberty City Optimist, | have had the honor of meeting a Professional
NBA Player that plays for the Miami Heat. I've met Bam Adebayo, and | became
one of his Fabulous Five, which is an academic accolade for the Top Five
Scholars in the LCOC after school program. The Fabulous Five were rewarded
with an autographed Jersey. Additionally, the students in the LCOC Afterschool
program with the highest GPA for each grade level were given a Christmas
Wishlist by the BAM foundation for the upcoming season. Each student was

Illustration by Brandon Breaux | @bbreaux
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| PLAY LIKE A

WARRIOR

WARRIOR

ACHIEVE LIKE A

WARRIOR

NO ONE IS BIGGER THAN

THE PROGRAM!

— COACH SAM AKA SAMUEL K. JOHNSON
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