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THE
KINGDOM

IS WHERE
BLACK
EXCELLENCE
LIVES

Honoring Black Excellence is an
adidas initiative that celebrates the
achievements of Black individuals,
and Black culture as a whole.
There would be no such thing as
sport, culture, or adidas without
the Black community. So we're
highlighting honorees from all
across the country, from elite
athletes like Jackie, to everyday
individuals who are dedicated to
service, offering each a platform to
give back and share their stories.

We are honored to bring you the

story of Jackie Joyner-Kersee’s
athletics career and love of service.

O‘dl‘dds

Welcome to the Kingdom

These are our streets

And here, we ride in chariots

And our horsemen gallop through the road
We make art worthy of renaissance

And our fountains runneth over

Here our hoops are treasures carved from the finest of gold

And our feasts — just as rich as the color of our skin.
Our knights uphold chivalry and honor

And we all sit atop thrones

You see, these streets are no streets at all

They’re our Kingdom

And in our kingdom the roads stretch to the mountaintop
And the signage bears great names

Here, our people uphold our legacy

And they, too, are worthy of celebration

Because this is not where the dream ends

Our kingdom is where dreams begin
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Photo courtesy of the National Museum of
African American History and Culture
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It was 1968, and seven-year-old Jackie was enamored
by the mysterious one-story building being construct-
ed in her East St. Louis, Illinois neighborhood. “In our
minds it could have been a skating rink because it had
a dome,” Jackie recalls.

She had no idea of the incalculable impact the future
Mary E. Brown Community Center would have on
her life.

By the time Jackie was 14, the future track & field
superstar was already a familiar face at the place she
called her second home. She got her first job at Mary E.
Brown, placing ping pong paddles and balls on the table
for $3. “I also learned how to serve seniors through the
Meals on Wheels program,” Jackie says, beaming with
pride. “I would be the first one there early in the morn-
ing before the workers would come in.”

Before she became a sports icon, Jackie was just a kid
who learned to give back at Mary E. Brown.
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Photo by Robert Carter for Hood Century
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P : An emotional Jackie Joyner-

Kersee was taking it allin. It was
1996, and the track & field champion

was standing at the groundbreaking
ceremony for a dream that just a
few years ago seemed quite un-
likely. The 66,000 square ft. Jackie
Joyner-Kersee Center in East St.
Louis, Illinois, an all-encompassing
community and learning facility,
was finally becoming a reality.

The massive construction project
started in 2000, and today the
Jackie Joyner-Kersee Center’s
building space sits on 44 acres

and includes three football fields,
three baseball and softball fields,
eight classrooms and a greenhouse
space. There’s a learning center for
children two plus years of age. And
it’s all completely owned by Jackie,
an empowering statement in
struggling East St. Louis, Illinois.







PhotoRun for adidas

IF NOT THE RIVER-MADE CITY LINES
THEN IT'S THE COMFORT OF KNOWING IT
DOESN'T MATTER IF YOU'RE WATER
OR BLOOD BECAUSE HERE,
EVERYONE'’S TREATED LIKE FAMILY
IF NOT THE MIDWESTERN RAILROAD TRACKS
THEN IT'S THE RUBBLE RUNNING TRACKS THAT
BRING THE COMMUNITY TOGETHER
THE MIDWESTERN WAY
YOU SEE, AT FIRST LOOK YOU MAY ONLY
SEE ITS TOUGH EXTERIOR
BUT THERE'S WARMTH HERE
THEY SAY A KINGDOM IS ONLY AS GOOD
AS ITS PEOPLE
AND THIS ONE IS FILLED WITH SAINTS
EAST ST. LOUIS IL,

WHERE BLACK EXCELLENCE LIVES
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Cover art and illustrations by Brandon Breaux | @bbreaux

22 23



‘sINO1 1S 1Lsv3a / "11 ‘SINO1 1S 1sv3a / “11 ‘“SINO1 1S 1sv3






